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Chloride 
Chloride is the oldest continuously 
inhabited mining town in the state of 
Arizona. Sometime during the 1840's, 
prospectors in the area stumbled upon 
numerous veins rich in silver. The silver 
was found primarily at a site known as 
Silver Hill. But silver wasn't all they 
eventually found. They also found gold, 
lead, zinc, and turquoise.  In 1944 the 
mines closed due to the prices of silver 
and other minerals. Many of the people 
who still live in Chloride are winter 
visitors. 

Balloon:  silver 

Kingman 
 
Ores were rich, particularly in the Cerbat 
Mountain Range. The silver and gold ore 
from these mines was hauled by wagon 
to the Colorado River, transported by 
boat to Yuma then sent on a train to San 
Francisco to be smelted. Some of the 
best ore was sailed still further to the 
British Isles for processing. These hills 
still produce copper and Kingman 
turquoise.  The population of Kingman is 
about 30,000 people. 
 
Balloon:  turquoise 

Bullhead City 
 
In 1863, the first Moss gold-silver mine 
was opened.  It produced 12,000 ounces 
of gold until it was closed in 1866.  This 
would be about $18 million dollars today.  
The mine opened under different 
companies in the 1980s.  A new 
operation of the open pit gold and silver 
mine began in 2018.  It is still called the 
Moss mine.  The population of Bullhead 
City is about 40,000 people. 
 
Balloons: silver and gold 
 

Jerome 
American Indians used copper from the 
modern-day Jerome area as pigment to 
decorate skin and textiles. The first 
European to visit the area is thought to 
be Spanish explorer, Antonio de Espejo, 
who found silver in 1583. But no mining 
resulted from his silver find. The United 
Verde mine opened in 1883 followed by 
the Little Daisy mine.  Jerome grew 
rapidly as the mines produced copper, 
gold and silver.  Mining in Jerome ended 
in 1953.  Today, Jerome is a popular 
tourist town. 

Balloons: copper, gold and silver 
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Salome 
Spanish explorers in the Harquahala 
Mountains discovered gold in the 1760’s. 
Attempts to get the gold were 
unsuccessful at that time and again 
failed in 1814 when the Pima Indians 
were hostile and drove off the 
prospectors. Later in the 1800s, the 
Harquahala area mines produced very 
rich gold ore and continued to produce 
ore in vast quantities for a number of 
years. Mining operations stopped at the 
Harquahala Mine in 1907. 

Balloon: gold 
 
 

Gila City 
This city came into being in 1858 when 
prospectors led the way to a gold deposit 
along the Gila River near the Gila 
Mountains. This caused the first major 
gold rush in the area, and it also led to 
the fast development of a busy gold 
camp at Gila City with over 1200 
residents. The town experience in a huge 
flood in 1862 and never really recovered.  
Mining operations continued for a period 
of 8 years. Today’s population is 0.   

Balloon: gold 
 

Quartzsite 
 
From 1863 to the 1880s, the area near 
Quartzsite was known for its waterhole 
and later a stage station, called Tyson's 
Wells.  In the valley around Tyson’s 
Wells were gold deposits worked by 
individual prospectors.  Since there is a 
serious lack of water in the area, the 
most popular method for getting the gold 
was called dry washing.  Today 
Quartzsite has many winter visitors. 
 
Balloon: gold 
 

Wickenburg 
 
The Vulture Mine was a gold mine and 
settlement.  The mine began in 1863 and 
became the most productive gold mine in 
Arizona history. From 1863 to 1942, the 
mine produced 340,000 ounces of gold 
and 260,000 ounces of silver.  At today’s 
prices that would be $510 million in gold 
and over $4 million in silver.  Today 
people can tour the remaining buildings 
of the Vulture Mine.   
 
   
Balloons: silver and gold 
 



 
Alliance Created State Giant Traveling Map Lesson 

 

       

Apache Junction 
Back in the 1890′s, Goldfield boasted 3 
saloons, a boarding house, general 
store, blacksmith shop, brewery, meat 
market and a schoolhouse. Just when it 
looked like the town would keep 
growing, the quality of gold dropped, 
and the town died a slow death.  The 
town did come to life again in 1910 and 
then closed in 1926. While the gold 
mine is no longer operational, visitors 
can still visit this gold mining town just 
outside of Phoenix.   

Balloon: gold 
 

McMillianville 
 
In 1876, silver was discovered by 
accident.  One prospector needed to 
sleep.  While he was sleeping, the other 
prospector sat down on the ground.  He 
hit his pick on a rock and found silver.  At 
its peak, 1000 people lived in 
McMillianville.  The town boomed until 
1882 when it was attacked by Apaches.   
It became a ghost town in 1886.   
 
Balloon:  silver 

Bisbee 
 
An army scout found copper in present-
day Bisbee in 1877. Production began 
in 1880 after a rich discovery of copper 
was found on the Copper Queen claim. 
The Copper Queen mine, Bisbee's first 
working mine, was also its last. Mining 
stopped in 1975, although the Copper 
Queen still offers tours.  
 
Balloons: copper 

Globe-Miami 
 
Silver mining started at Globe in 1874. 
The silver mines shut down in 1877, but 
the following year copper mining took 
over.  In the 1900s, the Old Dominion 
Copper Company in Globe ranked as one 
of the world's richest copper companies. 
The Old Dominion closed in 1931, and 
mining operations moved to nearby 
Miami.  Today Freeport-McMoRan 
operates the copper mine in Globe.   
 
Balloons: silver and copper 
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Superior 
The first mining claims were made in 
1875, and the Silver Queen Mining 
Company was organized in 1880. While 
there was a lot of rich copper ore, early 
efforts to mine the copper failed. Boyce 
Thompson bought the old Silver Queen 
mine in 1910, and by 1912, the Magma 
Copper Company was in production. A 
railroad connecting to a bigger railroad 
was built in 1915. A smelter was built in 
1924.  

After 71 years of production, the Magma 
mine closed in August 1982 due to 
lower copper prices. Operations 
resumed in September 1990, but the 
mine closed again on June 28, 1996.  

Balloon: copper 

Hayden 
 
Founded in 1911, Hayden was created by 
the Kennecott Copper Corporation to 
provide houses and services for the 
employees working in the copper industry. 
There are still people living in Hayden 
today.  Hayden has one of three operating 
copper smelters in the United States. 
 
 
Balloon: copper 

Arivaca 
 
The old Arivaca mining district consisted 
of over 100 mines in the nearby 
mountains. These mines produced gold, 
silver, and copper starting in Spanish 
colonial times and continuing through 
the 1950s.  None of these mines are 
booming today. 
 
Balloon: silver, copper, gold 
 

Morenci 
 
Prospectors from Silver City, New Mexico 
discovered copper in Morenci in 1872. 
Mining began the following year. Today 
the Morenci mine is owned by Freeport-
McMoRan and Sumitomo and is the 
largest copper producer in the state. It 
regularly contributes about half of 
Arizona's copper production.  
 
Balloon: copper 
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Clifton 
 
It was U.S. Army Scouts on the trail of Apache 
Indians in 1869 who first noted the area had 
copper.  Clifton was founded in 1873. The 
largest mine at the time was the Longfellow. In 
1874 the Longfellow Copper Mining Company 
expanded their operations, building a more 
efficient smelter.  Other area mining 
companies that would be created in the area 
were the Arizona Copper Company and Detroit 
Copper Company. In 1902, another smelter 
was built. Copper mining continues to this day 
in this area 
 
Balloon: copper. 
  

Mammoth 
 
Mammoth was originally known as Mammoth 
Camp, and it provided housing and services for 
the workers at the San Manuel Mine.  Mammoth 
also had the mills that would crush the rocks and 
extract the silver.   
 
The Mammoth Tiger Mine was discovered in 
1879. It produced silver, gold, copper and other 
minerals.   The mine later closed because the 
price of processing the ore was too high. 
 
Balloons: silver, gold, copper     

Oracle 
The name "Oracle" comes from early 
prospectors who came to the area 
looking for gold and silver. They named 
their first mine, The Oracle, after the 
ship on which one of the prospectors 
had traveled. The community began to 
grow in the late 1870s, as gold and 
silver were discovered, and the 
Christmas and New Year mines 
opened. The mines were named after 
the days on which the gold and silver 
were discovered. The Oracle Ridge 
Copper Project is located near Tucson 
and operated as a copper-silver-gold 
mine from 1991 to 1996. The mine was 
closed due to production problems. 

Balloons: copper, silver, gold 
 

Benson (Fairbank) 
 
Benson was close to several mines and 
had a railroad connected to large cities 
outside of Arizona.  Nearby mines would 
send their ore or refined minerals to the 
train in Benson.  In return the trains would 
bring back goods that the mines and 
miners needed. The city still has its 
railroad.  However, the nearby mines are 
closed. 
 
Balloon: silver 
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Pearce 
Pearce is named for James Pearce, 
miner and cattleman, who discovered 
gold nearby at what became the 
Commonwealth Mine in 1894. A railroad 
station opened in 1903. By 1919, 
Pearce had a population of 1,500. The 
town became almost a ghost town in the 
late 1940s, when the mine closed for 
the last time. The Commonwealth Mine 
became one of Arizona's major silver 
producers. Over one million tons of ore 
were produced from 1895 to 1942.  

Balloons: silver 

Courtland 
Between 1908 and 1909, four large 
mining companies began mining copper 
ore in the Dragoon Mountains. Hundreds 
of settlers arrived and established a tent 
city almost overnight. In a short time, 
railroad was built to accommodate 
settlers. At its height, Courtland had a 
population of 2,000 people. The boom did 
not last long. Within ten years, the mines 
began to close.   

Balloon: copper 

Tombstone 
 
Tombstone became one of the last 
boomtowns. The town grew in the mid-
1880s as the local mines produced $40 
to $85 million in silver, the largest silver 
district in Arizona. Its population grew 
from 100 to around 14,000 people in 
less than seven years. However, in the 
mid-1880s, the silver mines became 
flooded with water, and the mining 
companies had to buy special pumps. A 
fire in 1886 destroyed the pumping 
plant, and it was too expensive to 
rebuild. The city nearly became a ghost 
town. The city's population dwindled to 
a low of 646 in 1910.  
 
Balloon: silver 

Ajo 
 
Spaniards mined copper on a small scale 
at Ajo as early as 1750. In the middle of 
the 1800s, copper was shipped all the 
way to Wales to a refinery.  The remote 
desert location made mining there not 
very profitable. The mining area was 
hardly used until the New Cornelia mine 
opened in 1917.  It was the first, large, 
open-pit mine in Arizona. The mining area 
produced 6.304 billion pounds of copper. 
The mine closed in 1983. 
 
Balloon: copper 
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Winkelman 
 
Large numbers of farmers came to this 
area in the 1870s.  One of these 
farmers was Peter Winkelman. The 
town provided goods and services to 
the mining areas near it such as 
Hayden and Ray. Today, it has only has 
about 340 people. 
 
Balloon: copper 
 

Tubac 
According to the accounts of Father Kino, 
the Tubac-Tumacacori area was mined by 
both the Spanish and the Pima Indians 
(Tohono O’odham) for gold and silver. 
San Xavier Mission, the oldest European 
structure in Arizona, completed in 1797, 
was rumored to have $60,000 worth of 
silver items that once decorated its altar. 
The origin of the silver is believed to have 
been mines in the neighboring Santa Rita 
Mountains operated by the padres at 
Tumacacori Mission. About 1854, Tubac 
had a population was over 1,000 people. 
Miners would work for $15 to $25 a 
month. None of these mines are booming 
today. 

Balloons: gold and silver 
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Boom or Bust 
Answer Key 

Is mining still very important 
to this place today? 

 
Chloride 

Bust 
Kingman 

Bust 
Bullhead City 

Bust 
Jerome 

Bust 
Salome 

Bust 
Gila City 

Bust 
Quartzsite 

Bust 
Wickenburg 

Bust 
Apache Junction 

Bust 
McMillianville 

Bust 
Bisbee 
Bust 

Globe-Miami 
Boom 

Superior 
Bust 

Hayden 
Boom 

Arivaca 
Bust 

Morenci 
Boom 

Clifton 
Boom 

Mammoth 
Bust 
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Oracle 
Bust 

Benson (Fairbank) 
Bust 

Pearce 
Bust 

Courtland 
Bust 

Tombstone 
Bust 

Ajo 
Bust 

Winkelman 
Bust 

Tubac 
Bust 
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ghost town: a deserted town, a 
town with no people or businesses 
still there 
 
 

 
https://www.timeout.com/ 

 
Vocabulary Card 
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ore: rock from which gold, silver, 
copper, or other minerals is 
extracted 
 
 

 
https://en.wikipedia.org 

 
Vocabulary Card 
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extracted:  taken out 
 
 

 
 
https://www.slideshare.net 

 
Vocabulary Card 
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smelter: place where metals are 
taken out from ore 
 
 

 
https://www.quebecoriginal.com/ 

 
Vocabulary Card 
 


